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Jan. 25: At about mid-day in a parking lot of Lima's international airport, a car bomb exploded,
resulting in the death of one person and injuries to another 20 persons. Hospital sources reported
that at least four of the victims were on the critical list. In addition, 15 automobiles were destroyed.
Police investigators reported that detonation of 30 kg. of dynamite, placed in a Volkswagen "Bug,"
started a large fire. Lima's radio station Radioprogramas reported that guerrillas engaged in a
shoot-out with security guards in front of the US Embassy, before escaping in a station wagon. The
rebels also launched a mortar at the embassy building. The mortar missed its target, causing minor
damage. In leaflets scattered nearby, the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) took
responsibility for the incident. The MRTA denounced US intervention in the Persian Gulf. Police
said MRTA rebels were also the likely perpetrators of the airport bombing. [MRTA rebels have
frequently attacked US targets in Lima, and bombed the US consulate in November. On Jan. 14, the
Tupac Amaru group exploded a car bomb in front of the Interior Ministry, killing one police officer
and injuring 50 people. The airport bombing comes two weeks after a failed hijack attempt at Lima's
international airport by a man who was shot to death by police. On Dec. 24, the US Federal Aviation
Administration declared the airport unsafe because of the lack of security.] Jan. 26: Police sources in
Lima confirmed that on Friday near Tocache, a police officer and a civilian were killed and another
two officers apparently abducted when a rebel group ambushed their vehicle. The sources said the
victims were carrying medicinal supplies to Tanata, located near Tocache. In Chimbote, Ancash
department, rebels attacked a police patrol car carrying two officers and one of the officer's spouse.
The spouse was wounded in the attack. In a radio interview broadcast in Lima, Popular Christian
Party Sen. Felipe Osterling called on President Alberto Fujimori's government to confront the
wave of rebel violence "which is destroying Peru day by day." According to Osterling, continual
ambushes, hold-ups, and bombings create "a climate of unease and insecurity" that discourages
foreign and domestic investment. [According to official statistics, in the 1980-90 period rebel violence
and the government's response to the same caused 21,403 deaths and over $20 billion in material
damage.] Jan. 27: In the city of Ayacucho, Sendero Luminoso rebels detonated a car bomb, causing
material damage, but no casualties. Police said the whereabouts of the automobile's driver, who was
abducted prior to the incident, were unknown. Sendero Luminoso rebels occupied three villages
Culluchaca, Ullpash and Rambram in Huari province, Ancash department. While rebels collected
food, clothing and medicine, residents were urged to "join the armed struggle." No casualties were
reported. At a congressional hearing, Interior Minister Gen. Adolfo Alvarado refused to resign.
Several members of congress had requested that he step down, result of apparent incompetency
in coping with the recent upsurge in rebel violence. According to Alvarado, police officers are
underpaid and poorly equipped. He asserted that the guerrillas' weapons are more sophisticated
than those issued to the nation's public security forces. The general pointed out that it is difficult
to impossible to forecast the timing and location of a rebel bombing. If an interior minister was
obligated to resign after every guerrilla bombing incident, he said, each minister would remain in
office no longer than an average 24 hours. Jan. 28: On Monday, they also wounded an executive for
the state paper mill, Paramonga. Jan. 30: Presumed rebels hurled homemade bombs at a monument
to the late US president John F. Kennedy, and the US-Peruvian Cultural Institute located in the
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same area. Bombs were also tossed at the Italian Embassy. Police sources said the attacks were
motivated by protests against the war in the Persian Gulf. The Kennedy monument a bronze bust
with a marble base was destroyed. Windows were shattered at the cultural institute. The facade
of the embassy, and windows of nearby buildings were damaged. Jan. 31: On Thursday afternoon,
Sendero Luminoso rebels shot and killed the manager of Arpesa, a steel plant located on the
outskirts of Lima. At 8 p.m. Thursday evening, suspected MRTA rebels fired three mortar rounds
at the US Embassy in an attack police linked to the Gulf war. No injuries were reported. The mortar
rounds were fired from a distance of 60 meters and hit the embassy's parking lot. Early Thursday
evening, the main voter registration office in the Jesus Maria district, located in western Lima,
was attacked with explosives, causing minor material damage. In the Chupaca area, Huancavelica
department, three rural workers were shot to death by Sendero Luminoso rebels. The rebels also set
fire to about 20 homes. In Lima, a suspected Sendero assassination squad comprised of two men and
one woman assassinated business executive Gabriel Bonifaz. The victim was attacked while driving
home from work. Police investigators said Bonifaz was killed because he refused to pay protection
money to the rebels. Police sources reported confiscation of a large quantity of ammunition for FAL
rifles during a search of a passenger bus in Huanuco, 400 km. northeast of Lima. Feb. 1: Sendero
Luminoso rebels shot and killed Augusto Marcos, manager of a coffee exporting company, in the
doorway of his home in a Lima working class neighborhood. Television news reports claimed
Marcos had stopped paying protection money to the guerrillas. A new paramilitary organization, the
"Peruvian Anti- terrorist Guerrilla Army" (Guerrilleros Peruanos del Ejercito Antiterrorista-GPEA)
claimed responsibility for killing two "rebels" in Lima. Police reported that on Friday evening, a
car bomb exploded in downtown Lima, damaging buildings, but causing no casualties. No one
claimed responsibility for the incident. Feb. 1: Police sources reported the arrest of 14 professionals
on suspicion of "links" to rebel organizations. Included among the detained was Carlos Castillo
Rios, a former UNICEF consultant. The independent Pro Human Rights Association (APRODEDH)
immediately released a communique denouncing the arrests, describing them as "arbitrary." Feb.
2: Police sources in Ayacucho reported that two civilian militia members (the militias are known as
"rondas campesinas") were assassinated by suspected Sendero Luminoso rebels in Vicus, Ayacucho
province. In the city of Ayacucho, the corpse of an unidentified man was discovered, said police.
The victim had been tortured and shot to death. In Lima, presumed MRTA rebels bombed and
completely destroyed a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise, located on a major thoroughfare of the
city. Twelve persons were injured in the explosion. The incident marked the second time a Kentucky
Fried Chicken establishment had sustained major damage in an attack by MRTA. Franchises of the
same company have been attacked several times by MRTA guerrillas. Following a telephone call
to Lima's international airport reporting a planned hijacking, an American Airlines plane carrying
148 passengers landed at the Pisco military airbase, located 242 km. south of Lima. The plane was
en route from La Paz to Lima-Miami. The caller identified himself as an MRTA guerrilla. After a
thorough search of the plane's cargo area and all passengers, the plane landed in Lima several hours
late, and continued on to Miami. Feb. 3: Sendero Luminoso guerrillas ambushed a naval ground
patrol near the San Francisco port on the Apurimac River, located in Ayacucho. A naval officer
was killed, and two others wounded. According to police, Sendero rebels launched several attacks
against civilian targets in Junin department. Three civilians, including a public school teacher,
were killed. The counterinsurgency vigilante organization, GPEA, announced plans to execute
eight rebels. Photographs of some of the persons targeted for execution were published by a Lima
newspaper. The eight were not identified by name. Feb. 4: Daily newspaper Expreso and weekly
news magazine Caretas reported that police had discovered a Sendero Luminoso hideout Jan. 30.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 068060
ISSN: 1060-4189

Police raided a house in the wealthy residential district of Chacarilla del Estanque, arresting 15
people, and confiscating weapons, communist flags, medicine, a library comprised of books on
philosophy, history, sociology, politics and economy, and written notes on the Sendero Luminoso.
In addition, police said they discovered a 25-minute video believed to have been filmed in 1988,
featuring scenes of meetings between founder Abimael Guzman and high-ranking rebel leaders. [In
June last year, police raided a house they claimed to be the Sendero Luminoso's Lima headquarters,
in the upper-class district of Monterrico. However, experts on the guerrillas later said the house was
more likely a museum for guerrilla propaganda and mementos that included statuettes of Guzman
and weavings depicting Sendero Luminoso actions. Guzman was once a philosophy professor
at the University of Ayacucho. In 1970, Guzman founded the Sendero Luminoso movement in
Ayacucho, and went underground with his followers, many of whom were his former students, in
the late 1970s. He has not been seen in at least 11 years.] (Basic data from AFP, 01/25-27/91, 01/30/91,
01/31/91, 02/03/91, 02/04/91; AP, 01/25/91, 02/01/91, 02/04/91; Notimex, 01/31/91; EFE, 01/31/91,
02/02/91)
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